
A Welcome from Mrs Syradd,
our head Teacher

OCTOBER ‘25
NEWSLETTER

This half-term has been a busy one full of excitement with a

buzz of learning around the school. We have launched our

new values-starting this half-term with a focus on strength.

From assemblies on WW2 pilot Douglas Bader to Mother

Teresa, the children have developed their understanding of

what strength looks like. Alongside, the awarding of Jigsaw

Gems has celebrated how our pupils demonstrate strength

in everyday life. Our PLT have got off to a great start leading

our School Council and they are currently monitoring

playtimes to ensure our pupils are respectful of playground

equipment and to start to collate ideas for the purchase of

more equipment.

As a school, we have been focusing on active learning and

really exploring exciting ways that pupils can be fully

involved in their learning. This has included visitors and

trips. In addition, the use of role play, collaborative

research, problem solving, IT, presentations and discussion

opportunities have all been evident as ways pupils fully

engage in lessons. 

Our Open Morning was very busy last Wednesday and there

was a wonderful vibrancy in the classroom as prospective

new parents were toured by our very able and

knowledgeable F5 and F6 tour guides. This is another

example of giving our pupils ownership of their school and

sharing what they are proud of at St David’s with others.

Congratulations to them all, as they made us all very

proud in how they presented themselves and many

positive comments were made by visiting parents.

It was wonderful to see so many parents as part of our

recent parent evenings and provide that opportunity to

share valuable information on your child’s progress. This

continued focus on home-school links ensures

consistency in learning and helps us towards our high

academic expectations.

I enjoyed a wonderful evening at Woldingham School on

Wednesday watching our Chamber Choir sing in the

Schools Music Festival. Another reminder of how

talented our pupils are and the range of opportunities

available to them.

Lastly , a huge thank you for the overwhelming generosity

of your Harvest gifts this week. It never fails to astound

me just how generous our school

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give," Winston Churchill
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community is given how small we

are. The PLT were fantastic in

delivering the produce to Purley

Food Hub and helping to organise

the goods ready for families in

need.

Wishing you all a great half-term.

Mrs Sarah Syradd
 Head Teacher



Early Years

colour days
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EYFS to Purley Library

Our EYFS weekly Colour Days are back by popular

demand this term! 🎨  Every Friday, the children

come dressed in the colour of the day and enjoy a

range of fun, creative activities linked to it. So far,

the celebration has included Red, Blue, Yellow,

Green and Orange, with the children loving the

chance to explore each colour through art, play

and learning. It is a bright and joyful way to end

the week.

Our Nursery and Reception classes had a fantastic time

on their first trip of the year to Purley Library. The

children enjoyed listening to stories and exploring the

various books available. Many of them became new

library members and we are sure they will return for

more visits in the near future with their friends and

family.

Start of Autumn
Term

We were so excited to welcome our

children back into school. Some

graduated from Nursery to Reception

and some were starting St David’s for the

first time. We hope they have all enjoyed

their first half term as much as we have.
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U11 Football
Tournament

U9 Football v Royal
Russell
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Sport

People who help us
We have been lucky to welcome so many

wonderful parents who have shared their

professions and inspired the children. From

doctors and dentists to an eye doctor,  

physiotherapist, property developer, interior

designer and even a banking investor— each

session has brought something new and

fascinating.

The children have loved getting hands-on,

whether “fixing Bob” the eye model, exploring 3D

pictures, practising tooth-brushing skills,

learning stretches and exercises, or discovering

how homes are designed and built.

A huge thank you to all our amazing visitors for

giving up their time to come in and talk to the

children. Your enthusiasm and generosity have

made learning come alive and inspired the

children to dream about all the different ways

they might help others in the future. 💛👏

On the first Saturday of the school year, nine boys from

Years 5 and 6 took part in an Under-11 football tournament

at Royal Russell. For many of them, it was their first time

playing together — and at such a fast-paced level of

competition. It was a wonderful morning, and fantastic to

see the boys working so well as a team. Our defence was

truly put to the test, and even other schools commented on

how well the team pulled together. Although we had a few

unlucky moments, overall it was an incredibly proud

moment watching them play. 

The Year 4 boys put on an excellent

performance in their friendly match against

Royal Russell. It was a thrilling encounter from

start to finish, with both sides battling hard and

creating plenty of scoring opportunities. Our

boys showed real teamwork and spirit, rising to

every challenge that came their way. A fantastic

effort all round! 

0208 660 0723



What an incredible day at the Croydon Schools Cross
Country tournament! We took 28 energetic runners
from Years 3–6 to face a fierce field of over 120
competitors in each race, and the challenge was nothing
short of epic. From start to finish, our children gave it
their all, pushing themselves to the limit with
determination, grit and unstoppable spirit. 
We could not have been prouder of every single runner
who dug deep, ran their fastest, and crossed the finish
line with beaming smiles, cheered on by their friends.
The results were fantastic, with some brilliant finishing
positions — including an amazing 6th place finish that
had everyone on the edge of their seats! 

KS2 Croydon schools
Cross Country 

Form 2 Class Assembly Harvest Assembly &

Purley Food Hub
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On Tuesday, 14th October, Form 2 delivered a wonderful

assembly all about The Great Fire of London. The children

have been learning about this important event in History,

discovering how the fire began, how it spread so quickly, and

how London was rebuilt afterwards. They explored the lives

of the people who lived through the disaster, including

Samuel Pepys and King Charles II. The assembly brought

their learning to life through confident performances and

engaging storytelling. Well done, Form 2 - what a fantastic

effort!
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U11 Girls football at
Royal Russell 

For some of the girls a cross-country tournament was not

enough sport for one day!! Eight girls from year 5&6 went

back to Royal Russell for a football match.  The sun stayed

out for us and the girls played fantastically.  They read the

game well and took their opportunities when they could. 

Ending the game with a 2-1 Victory!  To say we had some

big smiles on the way home would be an understatement. 

On Thursday 16th October, we celebrated our

Harvest Festival. Helen Harris led an Assembly and

gave us all a real insight into what Purley Food Hub

do for the local community. Thank you so much to

all our parents for their overwhelming generosity

in donations. These were taken by our PLT to the 
Purley Food Hub and were

gratefully received.



Portals to the Past
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Portals to the Past visited Form 6 this half term to explore

WW2. The children learned about the causes of the war

and the impact that the war had on Britain, Europe and the

world. As part of the experience, the children were able to

handle artefacts from the time including a working (but

fully decommissioned!) Enfield rifle. The children explored

the key events from the war, the impact of the Blitz and took

part in drill. Other highlights of the day included decoding

authentic messages about major operations during the war,

using morse code, taking part in a stretcher bearer race

and even learnt how to defuse a bomb in a pressurised

environment. It was an absolutely fantastic day and the

whole class really enjoyed the experience

Form 2 had an exciting trip to Purley Fire Station on

Wednesday 15  October. The children learned about fire

safety, explored the fire engines, and even had the chance

to try out some of the firefighters’ equipment. They asked

lots of thoughtful questions and were fascinated to see

how firefighters help keep our community safe. It was a

fun and educational visit that linked perfectly with their

topic on The Great Fire of London.

th
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Notices
When collecting your child at the end of the school day,

we encourage all parents to come to where your child is

being dismissed and not wait on the pavement by the

road. Not only does this leave the pavement clear for

pedestrians and those leaving the school but also creates

a sense of warmth and care for your child by being

collected directly at the end of their long day.

Purley Fire Station

This half term we celebrated World Mental Health

Day. In assembly, we discussed how important it is to

recognise our emotions and we discovered ways to

help ourselves when we are feeling dysregulated.

Children are encouraged throughout the day to move

their name onto the emotion they are feeling most.

This helps them identify what they're feeling and

enables us to aid them in moving into the green zone.



PTA Update
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AGM
It was lovely to see so many of you at our AGM this

half term. We were thrilled to hear that parents and

carers are keen to get involved in the PTA — whether

in big or small ways — and we were delighted to

welcome some new members to the PTA committee.

Clothes Donation
A big thank you to everyone who brought in their

unwanted clothes. We raised £64 from the collection

in October! 

Christmas Cards Fundraiser
As always, we loved seeing the children’s Christmas

card designs. These items make wonderful

Christmas gifts whilst also raising funds for school.

Chocolate Tombola Donations
Friday 21st November 2025. 

No Christmas disco is complete without our famous

Chocolate Tombola! We kindly request chocolate

donations which can range from small treats to

larger festive selections. They don’t need to be

Christmas-themed, but please make sure they are

unopened, nut-free and in date.

Chocolate donations can be dropped off between

8:10 and 8:30am on Friday 21st November, outside

the school to a member of the PTA.

In exchange for these donations, children will be

able to wear their own clothes on Friday 5th

December, just in time for the Christmas Disco!

Please note there will be no mufti day on Friday 21st
November.

Elfridges at The Davridges Store
Friday 28th November 2025

Details: We’re excited to launch this brand-new

Christmas event which will take place during the

school day. Each class will visit the Davridges store

and choose from a range of lovely gifts to buy for

their family and friends — we can’t wait to see their

faces as they pick out something special for their

loved ones!

Please look out for further information from your class

reps. Tickets will be on sale soon via Classlist.

To make Elfridges at The Davridges Store a success, we’ll

need all hands on deck! We’re looking for volunteers to

help wrap gifts, decorate, and coordinate the event. Please

keep an eye out for messages from your class reps.

As always, we are so grateful for your ongoing support —

every penny raised directly benefits our children. Thank

you for making a difference!

Parents Jingle and Mingle
Friday 28th November 2025 (8-10.30pm)

Our annual adults’ night out is back! It’s a fantastic way to

meet other parents and enjoy an evening of bingo, pizza,

and cocktails.

Christmas jumpers are strongly encouraged!

Look out for more details from your reps — tickets will be

available soon via Classlist.

Christmas Disco
Friday 5th December 2025

There’s nothing quite like a St David’s Christmas Disco!

We love seeing the children bust some moves on the

dance floor.

Further details and tickets will be available soon via

Classlist.

Christmas Pantomime
Wednesday 17th December 2025

Beauty and the Beast at Fairfield Halls!

We’re thrilled that so many families have already

purchased tickets for our annual panto trip — a much-

loved St David’s PTA tradition that really kicks off the

festive season. We can’t wait to see the children get

involved — “It’s behind you!”

Coming up...

0208 660 0723

What we’ve been up to

St David’s are delighted to have been shortlisted for this

year’s ISA Future Ready award. This highlights our

unique Dragory, banking and enterprise systems as well 

ISA Awards Finalists

as recognising the

planned curriculum

opportunities given to

pupils to be Future

Ready. Stay tuned for

the final result!
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music 

Our 30 strong Chamber Choir attended the Woldingham

Choir festival this year and sang ‘I will follow you’ from

Sister Act, a song which the majority of the choir voted

for from a choice of three songs. The children were

involved in a variety of workshops throughout the

afternoon and had a rehearsal and tea, before the

concert. It was an amazing opportunity for all the

children and their singing was well received by the

audience.
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Woldingham Choir
Festival

The first informal concert of the year included mainly

piano performances this time, however we were treated

to an electric guitar duet at the end, which certainly

livened us all up. Well done to all the children who

performed in our first informal concert of the year and

look forward to the next one.

Informal Concert

We currently have lessons offered by Visiting Music

Teachers for piano, flute, guitar, clarinet,

saxophone, violin, trumpet and trombone. If you

would like to find out more information about

having lessons, please contact Mr Urie. Some of our

children who play the trumpet, clarinet and violin

regularly perform in assemblies, the Nativity plays

and even the Christmas carol concert in the church

this year. If you would like to join in with our

amazing playing, start having lessons as soon as

possible!

Music Lessons at 
St David’s

We really encourage Parents to follow our Social Media

Accounts. You can get a full view of all the amazing activities

our children are getting up to including reminders and

updates. Follow us now on Instagram and Facebook.

trength-We work hard to be the best

version of ourselves.

erseverance-We always keep trying to

achieve our goals.

mbition-We aim high and embrace

challenge.

espect-We are responsible and kind.

nowledge-We are curious and ask

questions.

S

P

A

R
K

The children have been focusing on the value:

STRENGTH this half term and have definitely

shown this in their school work and socially.

Next half term, we will be focusing on

PERSEVERNANCE.

Our Values



Date List
(second half term)
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Tuesday 4th November
Brickies Lego Workshop Form 1

Wednesday 5th November
8.45pm Reception Parents phonics Meeting

Thursday 6th November
10-11am EYFS Stay and Play

Wednesday 12  Novemberth

Nasal Flu Clinic

Thursday 13  Novemberth

Form 5 Class Assembly and Bookshare

Forms 3&4 to Polka Theatre

F6 Maths Competition at Royal Russell

Friday 14  Novemberth

Individual, Sibling and Class Photos

Wednesday 19th November
7pm Form 4&5 Transition to Secondary School Meeting

Friday 21st November
Chocolate donations for Christmas Discos (no Mufti)

Saturday 22nd November
South London Harriers Cross Country 

Wednesday 26th November
9am EYFS Nativity

Friday 28th November
Form 5 to Tate Modern

13.30-15.40 PTA “Elfridges” in Hall

8-10.30pm PTA “Jingle and Mingle” 

Wednesday 3rd December
 9am KS1 Nativity

Lunchtime- Chamber Choir Carols at Tesco

Thursday 4th December
Form 2 to “Christmas Unwrapped”

Chamber Choir to Care Home

School Shop

Friday 5th December
Rainbow day in EYFS/ Forms 1-6 Mufti Day

PTA Infant and Junior Discos

Monday 8th December
Whole School Pantomime- Red Riding Hood

Wednesday 10th December
F3-6 Christmas Rehearsals at St Mark’s Church

EYFS Christmas Party with Santa

6pm Christmas Celebration at St Mark’s Church

Thursday 11th December
Christmas Lunch and Activity Day

Friday 12th December
Last Day of Term

✨ A Magical Adventure at School! ✨

Reception, Form 1 and Form 2 had an unforgettable time

taking part in free performing arts workshops led by a

professional actor and drama teacher 🧙‍♂️🐉 . From

meeting Merlin the forgetful wizard and his mischievous

black cat, to tiptoeing through Morgan Le Fay’s ballroom,

every child was captivated by castles, dragons, knights

and magical adventures 👑 . They loved moving like

magical creatures, creating flying potions, and helping

Merlin on exciting quests through Ancient Britain.

The workshops were full of laughter, teamwork and

creativity. 🌟  Children built confidence, explored

storytelling, and learned about medieval life in a fun,

interactive way. It was wonderful to see their

imaginations soar as they engaged with history, drama,

and PSHE activities all at once 💫.
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Drama 4 All Workshops

Form 5 Booster Groups
Maths: Mr Raffield

 4   11 , 18  Novemberth th th

Verbal Reasoning: Mr Muringapasi

5th, 12 , 19  Novemberth th

English: Miss Varndell

6th, 13 , 20  Novemberth th

Swimming

Form 6 on Wednesday afternoons

5  November - 3  December th rd

Form 2 on Monday mornings

3  November - 1  Decemberrd st



Form 1 have been exploring lines and colours,

including these colourful line monsters. 

Form 2 have been creating burning houses as

part of their Great Fire of London topic. 

Form 3 have been creating Ancient Egyptian

inspired artwork. 

Forms 4 and 5 have been learning how to use

Gelli plates to create abstract mono prints. 

Form 6 have been working on colourful self

portraits.
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art this term

After School Club
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Halloween Breakfast Cub
Our spooktacular Dragons enjoyed a

Halloween themed breakfast  club of

horrifying hot chocolate with mini

marshmallows, oatmeal & raisin

creepy cookies, petrifying pancakes

with honey, ghost toast and freaky

fruit. Stay tuned for our next event!



This term, we have been celebrating Black History

Month. A time to recognise the achievements and

contributions of black people throughout history. The

children have taken part in a range of activities

designed to help them learn about individuals who

have made a lasting influence. We began our

celebrations with an inspiring assembly led by Mrs

Barr, who shared the remarkable story of Dr. Gladys

West, the American mathematician whose pioneering

work led to the invention of GPS technology.

Throughout the month, each class has been learning

about a variety of influential black figures who have

helped to change and improve the world we live in. The

children have enjoyed researching their stories, role

plays and sharing what they have discovered with each

other.
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Black History MonthForest School

0208 660 0723

This half term, I have thoroughly enjoyed putting my

newly discovered skills into practice with Form 3. We

have spent time exploring our natural area, creating

artwork from natural materials, whittling, and taking

part in scavenger hunts. It has been wonderful to see

the children fully embracing the great outdoors —

even in the rain and wind!

Miss Marshall, Form 3 Teacher

The PLT invite all children to enter our Poster competition,

the deadline is Tuesday 4  November. Please see the details

below. We look forward to seeing your amazing creations!

th



text
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Increasingly, when we are aware of children accessing material and games inappropriately the majority of these

are accessed through YouTube. 

It is worth noting that YouTube has an age restriction of 13 meaning that no child younger than this should have

an account. As a parent you can provide supervised access through your own Google account. This allows you to

manage content settings and guide your child's viewing. Children under 13 can use the YouTube Kids app, which

provides age-appropriate content and a controlled viewing experience.

Here is a handy guide for parents to help understand some of the features and challenges of You Tube:

Online Safety

0208 660 0723



For some, the journey to secondary school may seem like a long way away. However, I thought it would be

useful to just share our school position regarding how we support that next step. 

For us, it is all about identifying the right next school for the individual child - whether that be an

independent school, a grammar school or a state school.

We will guide you from Form 4 with information, followed by an individual meeting during Form 5 and help

you at any stage until application. This also includes writing a bespoke reference for your child and

supporting scholarship applications.

As Headteacher of St David’s, I am also very fortunate that our close relationship with Royal Russell allows,

during Form 5, the discussion of individual pupils with Mr Chris Hutchinson - Royal Russell’s Headteacher.

This will lead to unconditional offers for pupils identified as likely to thrive at Royal Russell. However, we are

NOT a feeder school and there is no expectation of sending all St David’s pupils to Royal Russell. This option

is all about choices.

I consider myself to be in a very unique and advantageous position that means the following:

If your child is selected to receive an unconditional offer from Royal Russell, this option allows your

child to continue their educational journey without the challenges of entrance exams and interviews

(they will still sit the entrance exam at Royal Russell but their place is not dependent upon it).

For those parents who want to consider Grammar Schools, our ambitious curriculum will prepare your

child for that, and we will be able to individually discuss this as an option.

For those parents who want an alternative independent secondary school, we will prepare your child to

have the best chance of this due to our ambitious curriculum, our exam preparation techniques, our

interview practice skills and the development of oracy as a key skill for the future. 

Lastly, for those pupils transitioning to state schools we will send your child off with skills and

knowledge to ensure they flourish in their next school.

This, I believe, is a very special position for St David’s to be in and one that ensures we will find the right

school for each individual child to ensure they leave us future ready to achieve success at their chosen

secondary school. As always, our job as a preparatory school is to ‘prepare’ your child and we continue to

strive for high academic standards with our ambitious curriculum aimed at success at 11+ and beyond.

Next steps to Secondary School - our USP

We hope everyone has a

wonderful half term. We look

forward to seeing you all

back on Monday 3rd November
**************************

ALL CHILDREN SHOULD RETURN IN

WINTER UNIFORM

We are delighted to announce that Miss Cadogan is expecting

a baby in February. She is obviously thrilled and will be going

on her maternity leave during January. I am sure that you will

join with all the staff here at St David’s on congratulating her

and her partner on their exciting news.

Staffing news
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Mrs Sarah Syradd

 Head Teacher


